
ADJUSTMENT OF CONTROL CABLE 

note: I've not tested my method on car with integral cable housing and "wheel" adjuster (from 59 to 61 

Torqueflite) but i think it works also.. 

If you look at the FSM ther's a clear explana�on "how to adjust" but in fact itsn't very easy when you're 

under the car. First, i copy the FSM explana�ons (beware, there are some errors in the '57 Chrysler 

FSM !!): 

• Push in the "R" push bu+on (not "N"  as said the Chrysler manual..) 

• Disconnect oil filler tube and drain approx. 2 quarts of fluid. Loosen cable transmission 

adjustable moun�ng bracket screw. 

• remove neutral starter switch. Place the point of a screwdriver through the opening and against 

neutral starter switch cam (named safety lever  in my text) to maintain reverse (and not neutral 

as said  ..)  posi�on of manual lever 

• While holding manual lever in reverse posi�on (so you must push on the screwdriver ..) adjust 

control cable for free play by pushing in un�l cable stops. Mark posi�on on cable housing. 

Withdraw control cable to stop and mesasure travel. Push control cable in housing one half of 

total travel. Then �ghten moun�ng bracket.  etc.. 

If someone has been succesful with this method, i say "Bravo". When you push through the neutral 

switch opening, you see nothing and if you are lucky to find the lever and push it the push bu+on at dash 

pops immediatly. So you must have an aid who rests on "R" bu+on. And how to push, mark and measure 

an half travel then �ghten the screw ?? In the beginning i've tried this method but the cable was o8en 

misaligned and the "D" posi�on was between N and D or worst nothing worked ... 

I've found another method which ALWAYS works and is very ACCURATE. The only drawback is that you've 

to remove the oil pan (but it's instruc�ve to look at the inside of the pan....) and have a new oil pan 

gasket. 

Method (see pics below): 

• disconnect ba+ery (in case of ..) 

• Disconnect oil filler tube and drain  fluid. Remove oil pan bolts and oil pan. Loosen cable 

transmission adjustable moun�ng bracket screw 

• have someone in the car which push on "N" and keep its finger on it to prevent that the bu+on 

pops out. 

• Look at the ball of the manual valve lever sector: it must be seated in the 4nd "hole" (from 

front). Look also at the neutral starter switch cam: it must be exactly at the center of the ball of 

the neutral switch. Lightly �ghten the adjustable moun�ng bracket screw. 

• Tell to the guy in the car to push the "1" bu+on and look at the sector ball: now the ball must be 

exactly seated in the first "hole". If not, push or pull a li+le the cable then re-�ghten the bracket 

screw. 

• Tell to the guy in the car to push the "R" bu+on and look at the sector ball: now the ball must be 

exactly seated in the last "hole". If not re-adjust. 

• Make another batch of test with 1 and R posi�ons. Then finish with N to verify if the lever is 

centered on the neutral safety switch . Tighten the adjustable moun�ng bracket screw. 

• Your cable is now perfectly adjusted. Re-install oil pan, oil etc.. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


