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2018 Grand National

PHoTo By Russ Naropi

Five 1928 Model Q Plymouths at the 2018 Grand National Meet

Don Haddock’s roadster, Michael Hunter’s sedan, Bill Broel’s coupe, Don Feeney’s touring, Dennis Schaaf’s sedan




Letters

Show Me swap

I RECEIVED BULLETIN 351;
another stellar issue. Read-
ing the article about the
Show-Me-Region swap
meet, I noticed I am listed as
the owner of the owner of
the ‘41 Plymouth coupe. It’s
not my car but belongs to the
guy from Saint Louis area
(Charles Davis, High Ridge,
Missouri —ed.). We drove
my Dakota pickup, and were
camping at Osage Beach,
Missouri.
Lee Lape
Papillion, Nebraska

My APoLOGIES to Charles and
Lee for my misidentification od
the latter’s P12 coupe. I made
an assumption based on know-
ing Lee has a ‘41 coupe (BUL-
LETIN 350) but seeing the two on
the same page of BULLETIN 345
(p.36), I note they're not even
the same color! Charles drove
his coupe to this year’s Grand
National Meet where he was
awarded second place in Class 3
as well as the Hard Luck trophy.
—editor

IN THE BuLLETIN 351 report
on the Missouri Show Me
Region swap meet (p. 20),
the caption for the second
picture should read (in part)
“Todd Mashek, ‘32 Ply-
mouth.”

The owner of the 1950
business coupe in the next
picture is John Farrell, Sulli-
van, Missouri. Jim Ben-
jaminson sent me the
Missouri list of POC mem-
bers and from it, I found
John. I talked to John and he
is interested in receiving in-
formation about our meet-
ings.

Hope you can keep up
the great work on the PLy-
MOUTH BULLETIN for many
years.

Loyd Groshong
Troy, Missouri

59 affirmation

THANK YOU FOR EDITING
such a great publication. 1
really enjoy the PLYMOUTH
BULLETIN. Recently, I read,
with great interest, the article
“Affirmation” about Ed
Ober’s 1959 Sport Fury.

I’'m a fairly new addition
to the Plymouth family but
am glad I joined. I, too, have
a 1959 Sport Fury and I love

it. It looks very similar to
Ed’s first '59! The article
about the amount of work
done on his car, the reward
for his talents and patience,
plus the pictures, made for a

" great read.

Ned Glysson
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Ty

Kiwi hubcap ex-
change

THANK YOU FOR INCLUDING
my article, “Wet Day Playing
in the Shed” in BULLETIN 351
(p. 7). The article looks
good. I guess a few experts
will notice my ‘29 coupe has
‘28 hubcaps fitted. That is
so, but the coupe definitely is
a ‘29. As far as I know the
hubcaps have always been
fitted on the car, so I have
left them as-is. The other
reason is I have never found

a decent set of the correct ‘29
caps.

The Oakland touring car
is going well, now. After a
few installation problems, it
has International truck valves
fitted with’ 29 Plymouth
valve springs and colletts.
So, it is part Mopar now, too.
Ha Ha!

We look forward to each
copy of the PLyMOUTH BUL-
LETIN.

Les and Marie Bennett
Mid-Canterbury,
New Zealand

‘41 resto videos

Larry Nuesch,

on POC Facebook page;
September 25 at 10:16 AM:
Issue 350 of the Plymouth
Bulletin is full of information
on the 1941 Plymouth offer-
ings. One of the articles,
written by our Tech Advisor
for '41, Mark Walker, is enti-
tled "The True Substance of
Life." Seeing a link, on
page 19, to Mark's YouTube
channel, | checked it out.
Of the eighteen videos Mark
has posted, fourteen are of
a series on the restoration
of his own 1941 Plymouth.
If you own a 41 and not
watched them yet, it's worth
a look. Here's the link to the
first video:
<www.youtube.com/watch?
v=h2VHg0Q0zHA&t=81s>
1941 Plymouth P12
Restoration (#01)

G.N. adventure

iPhone text, July 25: Jim’'s
big adventure continues...
Arrived Detroit 5 PM yester-
day, during rush hour, not
the place to be in a ‘52 Ply-
mouth with a three-speed
on the column. With the
help of my seven-year-old
companion and navigator
from North Platte Nebraska,
Maddis (Jeff & Judy



End of an era: ‘Fifty-nine

(4 Hobson’s Choice” is a phrase
denoting a “free choice” in
which only one option is of-

fered. A person can either accept it, or re-

fuse it—that is to say, “You can take it, or

]eav‘é it.”

There was a time in automotive his-
tory where very few options were offered
to car buyers for them even to decline.
But that time was not 1959, and that car
was not a Plymouth. True to the advertis-
ing slogan, “If It’s New, Plymouth’s Got
It,” the 1959 Plymouth showroom pre-
sented the customer with a dazzling array
of new options to choose from.

Today's best buy ...

tomorrow’s best trade

Air conditioning? Yeah, we got
that. Air suspension, automatic headlight
dimming? Instant gas heat, rear window
defroster? We got those, too! Just have
the salesman look up the order code in
his Plymouth Value Story For ‘59 booklet
and place your order.
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WHEN IT CAME TO COLORS, the choices
were extravagant. A pair of letter codes
denoting choices for roof and body paint
was assigned to the order, enabling the
customer to visualize harmonizing color
combinations in the selector book.

A COMPLIMENTARY UPHOLSTERY CHOICE
could be made based on the basic body
color numeric code.

FOR CUSTOMERS CHOOSING to skip buy-
ing from the inventory of cars on the
dealer’s lot and willing to wait for a car
just the way they want it, off to the fac-
tory the order went! There—whether for
a special order or for dealership invento-
ries—a build card was prepared —much
like card for Faulkner, my ’59 Sport
Fury (below).

SIGNIFICANT LORE ABOUT BUILD CARDS
and data plates (often screwed to the
cowl, with a summary of build card in-
formation) exists. You can read about
them on the Imperial Club website:
<http://bit.ly/buildcard>. The gist is
that, basically, options were listed twice,
first in printed form and, secondly, as
punches on the 80-column Hollerith
(IBM) card, which, presumably, was
electronically tabulated for reasons now
lost in antiquity. The interpretation of
the punches varies based on position on
the card. For example, Faulkner’s up-
holstery trim code is encoded in punches
horizontally in columns 22-24 as 338,
meaning “copper seats with copper bol-
ster.” (It’s also printed in the trim sec-
tion at the top of the card.) The power
steering, brakes and windows codes—
301, 302 and 304 respectively —are en-
coded vertically and simultaneously in
column 30 (which denotes the first two
digits of the code), and rows 1,2 and 4
as the third digit of the code.

INTERESTED IN GETTING A PAPER COPY
of your own microfilmed build card?
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA) will
send you a copy, for free! Just submit
your request, and be sure to include a
copy of your title, to:
Chrysler Historical Services
12501 Chrysler Freeway
CIMS: 410-11-21
Detroit, MI 48288
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UPHOLSTERY OPTIONS = SPECIFY UPHOLSTERY CODE NUMBER DESIRED OX YOUR CAR OR
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IF YOU NEED HELP IN TRANSLATING ei-
ther your build card or your data plate,
Matthew Keij from the *59 Forum will
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CHAYSLER CONF L0S ANGELES PLANT-CAR BULDING CARD
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be happy to oblige! Mosey on over to
<https://59plymouth.net/59forum>, reg-
ister for free and post your inquiry.
What does your build card say about
the original owner of your car, and the

choices they made? What options would
you have added if you were purchasin g
new? It’s fun to speculate!

—Dan Morton

1959 Tech Advisor
<dan@59plymouth.net>

0.

“For '59... IfIt's New,
Plymouth’s Got It!”




