End of an era: ‘Fifty-nine

my 1959 Sport Fury, in January

2003. Not an exceptional me-
chanic but wanting to promote the
brand of vehicle I had come to own,
I began thinking of starting a web-
site for 1959 Plymouths—and this,
in spite of not being an exceptional
webmaster, either! I started perus-
ing the forum at <www.forward-
look.net> for ’59 Plymouth owners
who might be interested in becom-
ing members of my website. One
contact led to another and, before
long, I was corresponding with Ron
Keij in the Netherlands. When the
’59 Plymouth Forum was inaugu-
rated in March 2004, the first reply
was from Ron.

Ron, his wife Marjo and their
son Matthew live in Poortvliet near
the Belgian border. Over the years,
we have formed a lasting friendship, vis-
iting with each other many times. Often
the occasion is the Chrysler Nationals in
Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Seasoned travel-
ers, Ron and Marjo love visiting the
United States, and we get together when-
ever their trips bring them near Philadel-
phia.

I took possession of Faulkner,

CHRISSIE, RON’s °59 SPORT FURYy, is a
spectacular red-with-white hardtop. Here
is a retelling of how Ron came to own the
car, from BULLETIN 297 (Jul/Aug 2009).

On a Saturday night in August of
2001, Marjo and I were surfing TV
channels when we saw the movie
Christine. Marjo said finding a car
like that for a reasonable price would
be a dream. We had been looking for
a fifties car with fins for almost a
year, but very few of these cars are in
our country. We drove a lot of miles
to see every car that looked okay in
the advertisement, but came home

I asked Marjo to come and have a
look. When she came to the com-

puter, she said “Wow! Let’s call this
guy and make an appointment so we
can look at the car.” She picked up
the phone and called the seller. He
wasn’t amused since it was Sunday
and only 9:00 AaMm, but he wanted us
to come right away. Suddenly, she

disappointed time after time. Cars
advertised as “like new” were mostly
junk, and decent cars were extremely
overpriced.

The next morning, Marjo didn’t feel
well and stayed in bed. I was bored
and started surfing the Internet, and
found a link to a new website where
you could sell your used stuff. I no-
ticed they also had a chapter for cars
and when I clicked on “oldtimer
cars” (a popular term for classic cars
in the Netherlands), I saw this pic-
ture:

was feeling a lot better! She was
ready within minutes. However,
Matthew decided not to come be-
cause we “would always go look at
cars, but never buy one.” After a
two-hour drive, we got there. When
the owner opened the garage door,
we both knew we had found our car.
We talked with him for a while and
he took us for a drive on the boule-
vard. I asked Marjo what she
thought. Her reply was, “Can we
take it home right away?” We made
the deal within a minute!

RON CONTINUALLY IMPROVED the car
over the years. In 2008, Chrissie re-
ceived a major overhaul: the removal
and replacement of rusted panels, and a
completely new paint job. You can re-
view the prodigious effort here:
<http://bit.ly/ChrissieRepaint>

In June 2016, things took a turn for
the worse when Chrissie developed
some engine trouble. The car was side-
lined while its 318 was rebuilt. It is now



back in the car. You can
track the progress for your-
self here:
<http://bit.ly/318rebuild>
Members of the ’59
Forum—and the Forward
Look Network Forum—
know Matthew has followed
in his father’s footsteps.
Matthew has an uncanny
photographic memory and is
adept at immediately pointing
out to members when they’ve
installed the swivel seat lever
upside down, or when
they’ve got the heater valve
hoses swapped. Heisa
walking encyclopedia of *59

trivia and knowledge.

So, it seemed only nat-
ural when a Forum mem-
ber’s Sport Fury
convertible went up for
sale in 2010, Ron and
Matthew would snatch it
up. You can read all
about the convertible’s
journey from the U.S. to
the Netherlands here:
<http://bit.ly/59Vert>

The convertible has
provided ample opportu-
nity for Matthew to hone
his mechanical skills. He
and Ron often drive their
cars together to car shows
in the Netherlands, where

not one but two Sport Furys in the same
family have folks thinking they are see-
ing double.

Like father, like son—a tribute to
their love for classic American iron.

—Dan Morton
1959 Tech Advisor
<dan@59plymouth.net>

“For '59... Iflt's New,
Plymouth’s Got It!”

MICHAEL OWENS COLLECTION

For Release Sunday, September 18

ALL-NEW FURY FOR '67 == An all-new exterior appearance with flowing styling and three new
hardtop roofs combine to give the Plymouth Fury a distinctive big car look for 1967, There
are 25 models in five series, Fury I, II, III, Sport Fury and VIP, with a choice of five
engines. The new rooflines, each with its own dgstinctive silhouette, gives hardtop models
a completely new look. Shown is the 1967 Sport Fury two-door Fast Top.

From: Chrysler-Plymouth Public Relations
P. 0. Box 1658, Detroit, Michigan 48231 66-3487
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